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1 (SQQV Terrain and Clinate at the Southern
N ‘sgjL Shore of tne Caspian Sea

The narvow, flat plain that lles between thu Casnian
Sou and tae footiills of tae i#lburz jouatains varies in
width fron approximately 29 niles near sehshapr (30043
S3°34'L) to Jess taan 5 niles dear Bandar-e Gaz (309400
3 S3°RIYEY). Within a Tew miles ol the coust, eleovations
] Nhige from o approsimately £0 rfeet below sen level on the
3 pluin to sceveral hundred feet above sea lovel in tuae
. Elburs foothills., (The surface of the Casnian Sea is
appreximately 99 feet helow sea level.)  Tiae nearby ilburs
Jdomttains rise to 5000 feet above sea level witnin 10 to
20 miles of the Caspian and te more tnon 10,000 feet 15 to
30 miles soutn of the coast.

A saallow bay, tae Rialij-¢ Goruan, borders the rludn
% ‘ on the northcast. Tite bay, approximately 25 niles lonc anl
' §ix miles wide, is nearly eacloscd by the tian Xalehx Peain-
sula, a sandbar about one mile wide sad 20 niles Fong.  Jae
peniasula has an clevation of approxiuately 10 feet ubove
the level of the Caspian and consists mainly of sand duics

9 covered witih scrub and reeds; it is velieved to he unculti-
’ ‘ vated and uninhabited, Tae level of tie Caspian nas dropned
abont § feet since 1929 and the Nhalij-e Gorgan is gradunlly
beiny, filled ia by surrounding marshes,

; ; The plain is crossed by several larve, stecen-sided
k perennial streans and numerous smaller ones. Tae Hexsd
- Rwlikianineh-ye, tihce larqest river in the study arca, floews

westward nntil it reanes tac village of scka where tie
: river turns nortiward to eater tie sca. The smaller streans
1 which cross tae plain and enter rKaalij-¢ Gorgan from tac
south arce all less than 10 niles long.

The Cospian pluin is onc of the country's main agri-
cultural arcas; paddy rvice is tne dominant croy» but sonc
barley, cotton, and possinly wheat are raised on tihe aicher

; grouad. Deciduous and citrus fruit orchards and winter and
3 ! carly spring vegetuble pardens are located near the settle-
3 ments, In the uncultivated arecas the natural vegcetation
consists ol snrubs and srasses with trees aloag thec water
courses. tae foothills and the northern LElburs slopes aave
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1arﬁc forests of mixed hardwoods with some stunds of
beechos and oaks. These forests are generally at and
above the 1000 foot contour Jevel,

This portion of the plain is iheluded in the
Mazandaran Ostan or province wileh has its capital at
Sari. According to the 10066 census, tac ostan nas a
population density of approxinately 100 people per square
mile, Approximately 75 perceat of the ostan's population
is rural. ost of the people live in tihe numerous suall
villapes thut lic in the plain and aloap the base of tae
footaills,

The only asphalted road in the arca crosses the
plain along the base of the Footnills linking Gorsan,
Bandar Saan, dehshanr, Sari, and otner towns to Teheran,
Scatterced rural scttlements are coaneccted by a sparse
network of carth or gravel roads. ‘lost maps show an
unimproved track running alony the coast from dabol Sar
to the castern tip of tac .lian Kaleh Peninsula, but its
present condition is not xnown: it is nrobably passable
in dry weatner. A railroad line (4' 8 1/2" standard
gauge) runs from Teheran across the plain to Gorgan.
Ihis is a brancin of a main line that connccts Teacran to
Meshed,

Cross-country moveuent generally would be casy on
the plain except in some cultivated arcas, where shallow
irripation ditches restrict movement. Streams are {looded
occasionally during ‘larch and Anril, when waters {ron
melting sinow and tac rainy scason. coumbine, and during the
heavier rains of Nctober and vovenmber, but arc shallow and
fordable most of thc remainder of tae year.

The Caspian plain has cloudy, wet winters and hot,
steany summers and hign relative hunidity throughout tihe
ycar, Summer temperatures risc to tace 80's and 90's
during the Jay and drop to the 70's at aigat; the winters
arc mild wita daily highs in’'tac 50's and lows in the 40's,
Sumier temperatures in conmbination with aian relative
humidities are very opnressive. The area receives anvroxi-
mately 30 inches of anauval rainfall, most of waica falls
from October tarouein Jlarch., Sihowery, cloudy periods occur
in the swmer however, and at lcast 1 incih of raintall can
be expected cvery monti in tiac year. Saowfall is rarec.
bew is hcavy from Marcih to Sentewber., Along the coast, it
is generally caliw in the mornings but in the ‘evenings light
onshore breczes develon. (Sce JA\ppendix A, Tables 1 througzi
4 for detailed climatic data.)
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APPENDIN A
1 ) Detalled Clinatic Tables for sabol Sar and Gorgan, Iran
{ Tanle 1. Temperaturoes:
5 A dean Daily Mindwun Temperature (°r.
3 Beo Mean Daily claximun Femperature (°ry.
1 C. Absolute olinimu Temncerature (°F),
3 Do Mean dunder of pays with Jdinimun Tenmperatures
1 32°F or lLewer,
1 B, Absolute 'laxinum lemperature (°ry.
' Table 2. Precipitation:
A, lean Precipitation (Inches).
B, Greatest and lLeuast Precipitation (Inches).
C. Maximun 24-four Precipitation (Inches),
Do dean Number of Days with Precipitation
3 20,004 1nci. ‘
P . Mean Jumber of Days with Snowfall.
- Table 3. Relative ifumidity:
;f A, Mean Relative Humidity (%) at Specified llours.,
Table 4. Winds:
*3 A. Direction, !lean Speed (knots), and Percentaze
] Frequency of Prevailing Surface wind, at
] Snecified llours,
" (_‘
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baku, USSR (A0°23%0 40%41 k) is an’ Smvortant
petroleum industry center., Thce clty spreads around
; Lae snores of a orseshoc-snaved bay on the soutiern
| coust ol tite Apsheroa Peninusla.  Away fror tae shore,
tie slopes of a low-lyilug plateau create a natural
amphitheater surrounding tne vay on tnree sides. The
Plateau forms the backbone of the Absaeron Peninsula,
an eastward extension of tae (roater Caucasus, thoe
nassive mountain e waden aas given its nane to tihe
region,
Baku s a dry, moderate climato. Precipitation
is about & inches por year with most falling in the
‘ colder montis,  In tne swamer the tenperatures are in
i the 80's during tne day and in tae 70's at nizat;
winters arc cold with aluhs dn the 40's and lows in
tie 30's.,  Lvaporation rates greiatly exceed tae scanty
rainfall.,  During the summer aot, dry winds Lrom the
nortit and northvest sveep around the castern end ol
the Greater Caucasus mountain range, and carry dust
dcross the city from the steppes to the nortn., The i
slopes of the Apsicron Peainsula are treeless anl it
barren.  There is little areenery, altaousa the municipal
authorities permit diversion of souc water to sustain
trees and shrubbery in parks and alony avenues.  The
gardens, orchards, and vineyards surroundinn tac city arce i
irrizated fron deep wells., [I'he nearcst forested area is
more than 0 niles to tihe northwest on the slopes of the
areater Caucasus. (Sce Appendix 5, Tables 5 through 3
for detailed climatic data.) :

Copies of the followinyg, maps are cnclosed with this ~
report:

5 sheets of the U.S. Army Map Service's
topograpaic series K302 at 1: 250,000,
dated 1961. (2 copics cach) ‘

! 1 sheet of the ACIC's OSC series at
| 1:1,000,000, dated 1968. (1 copy)

1 Shcct of Bartaolomew's .iddle iiast
©oat 1:4,000,000, dated 1970, (1 copy)

§ 6 sheets of the Iranian XNuational

| Cartographic Centre's Forestry serics

! at 1:50,000, dated 1968. (1 copy cach)
f
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\
Detailed Climatic Tables for BDaku, USSR
Table 5. Temperature:
A Mean Daily Tewperature (°F) at 1300 LST.
B. Mean Daily Minimum Temperature (°F),
C. Absolute Maximum Tenperature (°F). .
D.  Absolute linimun Teuwperaturce (°F).,
Table 6. Precipitation:
A, Mean Precipitation (Inches).
B, lMaximun 2d4-ilour Precipitation (Inches),
C. Greatest and Least sonthly and Annual
Precipitation (Inches).
5 . D. Mean Number of Days with Precipitation
E ﬁ 2 0,004 Inches.
1 : E. Me.n Number of Days with Snowflall.
1 Table 7. Relative Hunidity:
A, Mecan Relative flumidity (%) at Specificd Hours,
Tablc 8., Winds:
¢ A. Frequency of Winds (%) and Maximum ¥Wind Speeds
-3 (Knots) by Dbirections.
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Table 1A. Mean Daily HMinimum Temperature (°F)
Yr.
Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Scp Oct Xov dec ive,
3abol Sar 39 31 44 | 51 60 68 73 72 67 58 &7 11 53
Gorgan 40 40 43 51 60 63 72 72 67 57 46 41 55
Table 1B. Hean Daily Maxinuwa Temperature (°F)
Babol Sar 53 54 S5 63 75 32 S6 86 S1 72 63 56 59
Gorgan 56 58 62 63 82 90 91 91 86 77 65 59 74
Table 1C ' Absolute Minimum Temperature (°F)
2abol Sar i3 22 52 _32 46 50 61 60 50 38 13 i6 15
Gorgan 16 27 27 28 43 55 63 635 48 21 23 19 16
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Table 2aA. “ean Precipitation (Inches)
_Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May tﬁ;;:—_ilul Aug Sep Cct Nov Lec Ir.
Babol Sar 3.7 2.4 2.5 1.5 0.6 1.1 1.2 2.0 2.6 5.¢ 4.2 3.3 Sl.e
Giorgan 2.0 2.1 4.2 2.8 2.0 1.3 1.5 3.9 1.4 4.0 3.5 2.1 23.3
| Table z3. Greatest and Least Precipitation (Incies)
Greatest
Station Least Jan Feb Mar Apr ay Jun Jul Aug Scp Gct OV iJec Xr.
Babol Sar  Greatest 9.3 5.8 4.7 - 2.7 1.6 4.0 4.6 5.2 6.9 19.3 7.4 9.5 36.5
Least 0.4 0.8 1.2 0.4 T= ™ 0.2 0.4 0.7 1.3 i.6 9.2 25.4
Gorgan Greatest 3.7 5.7 7.3 5.6 4.2 4.3 5.4 1.6 2.4 19.3 5.3 3.4 52.8
Least 0.6 1.9 3.1 1.5 0.4 T+ 0.3 0.4 0.6 9.7 1.5 6.5 3.2
Table 2cC. ‘laximum 24-liour Precipitation (Inches)
I : .ﬁﬁfﬁigﬁl Jan Fcb Mar _Anr ilay Jua Jul Aug Sen Cct SOV ilec Yr.
; : sabol Sar 1.9 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.2 1.9 1.7 2.1 4.1 3.8 5.4 2.2 3.4
i Gorsan 5.0 1.3 1.4 1.1 2.5 1.7 1.6 9.9 1.6 3.1 2.7 1.3 3.1
o _ Coribas sl
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Table 3A Mean Relative Hunidity (%) at Specified ilours
tiour
Station (LST) Jan Feb Mar Apr Hay  Jun Jul Aug Scn Oct Novy Dec Ir.
Babol Sar 0700 94 93 93 93 92 28 87 91 92 25 a5 34 92
1390 74 73 73 75 67 65 66 66 66 66 74 74 70
1600 74 73 77 74 70 3 67 67 F- 735 74 77 72
Gorgan 0700 81 79 84 s1 79 75 75 7S 77 31 s1 79 73
1300 66 62 66 64 54 58 54 55 54 57 59 62 55
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Table 2D. Mean Number of Days with Precipitation > 0.004 Inches
Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Hov bec Yr.
daboel Sar 10 9 8 7 4 o 4 6 6 19 3 7 37
Table 2. Hlean Number of Days with Snowfall
sabol sar T* 1 T* 0 0 0 0 0 0o - 0 0 T* 1
Gorgaan 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 i 4
l- e OOREIN
t: : *-- Trace O l; F\\HAL
t
L Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000600030004-5




‘‘‘‘‘‘ iy

i R R S sk Sk 4 s i i S gy b i
“"Approved of Release 2001/12/05 - CIA-RDP85T008. R000600030004-5

e T P

POIITINTATIA
COiHnBENTIAL ..
Appeadix A.
Table 1D. flcan Number of Days with Minimum Tenperature 32°F or Lower
Station Jan Feb Har Apr Hay Jua Jul Aug Scp Oct Nov BDec
Bavol Sar 3 5 R R 0 0 0 3 0 9 1 5
favle 1E. -~ Absolute Maximum Temperature (°F)
: Babol »ar 52 78 83 88 93 91 95 93 93 -99 381 S1
- *pP -- Partial
r \(\"\‘[r_'gp.r{\_ T
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rable 4A. CUNFIDEN :
Directicn, Hean Speed (XKnots) , and Percentage Frequency of Prcvailing' Surface
Wind, at Specified llours. (Prevailing wiand is wind that occurs most ofien.
Calm indicates wind specd <1 Knot.)
Hour -
Station (LST) Jan Fcb lar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Bec
‘ Babol SAR 0700 S/3 Calm Calm Calnm Calnm Calm Calm Calm Calm Calnm Calnam Caiz
! 29 57 50 54 37 52 51 35 53 43 34 ig
1600 NE/4 NE/S NE/S NE/6 NW/S XNi/6 REYA NE/G X/5 <t/5 NESS NEf&
! 30 34 - 36 20 29 35 37 36 27 35 29 i
i
Are TR T A
_ i Lutilao v link
.
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Table S5A. Mean Daily Temperaturc (°F) at 1300 LST
: Jan Feb Mar Apr sMay Juon Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov o Yr.
Baku 41 - 42 46 54 67 77 82 62 74 €6 53 46 51
g Table 5B. Mean Daily Minimum Temperature (°F)
é: -
;- Baku 34 36 39 40 56 66 72 72 66 58 49 40 52
: Table 5cC. Abso{utc Maximunm Temperature (°F)=*
: Baku 65 71 77 éS 92 97 99 99 91 S3 &0 70 99
Table 5D. Absolute Minimun fTenperature (°F)
Baku 8 16 17 29 44 47 57 57 45 52 21 15 S

*Data

taken at 0700, 1300, 2100 LST.
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Table 6A. Mean Precipitation (Incihes)
Jan Feb Mar  Apr  May Jua  Jul Aug Scp Oct R =T ¢
Baku 1.0 - 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.2 6.3 0.6 0.9 1.1 0.9 sS.1
Table 63. Maximum Z24-ilour Precipitation (Iaches)
Baku 1.0 0.7 1.0 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 1.2 0.7 1.0 1.2
Table 6C. reatest and Least :lonthly and Annual Precipitation (Inches)
Baku 6 5.1 1.3 2.6 2.8 1.1 1.0 ©0.7 0.8 2.3 2.2 2.5 2.2 11.5
L T* 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 9.0 T* 0.0 0.1 4.7
Table 6D. Mecan Number of Days with Precipitation 2 0.004 Iaches
Baku 9 S 6 5 4 3 2 2 4 6 7 S 64
Table GE. HMean Number of Days with Srowfall
Baku 4 4 2 T* 0 9 0 0 0 0 r* 2 11
*T -- Trace AT IR
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Table 8A. Frequency of Winds (3) and Maxizunm +ind Speeds (Knots) dy Directioms
January
wind
Station Speeds N NE £ St S Sw w Y Czin Totais
(Xnots) :
Baku 2 -- 10 T 19 2 2 5 39 6 2 8 8 3z
11 -- 20 12 1 0 1 5 5 1 7 335
21 -- 29 5 0 0 0 1 2 1] 2 10
> 29 4 -- - - o 0 - 1 3
Total 31 3 2 6 15 14 3 18 3 120
~axinun 40 14 15 14 13 i8 12 23
Februaryv
Baku 2 --10 11 2 2 7 S 5 2 2 £ 50
11 -- 20 i4 1 0 2 7 4 0 6 32
21 -- 29 6 -- -~ -- VA 1 -~ 2 1z
>29 4 0 -- -- 3 4 -- 1 3
Teotal 35 3 2 ) 17 id 2 13 £ 33
Maxinum 24 16 7 10 20 18 10 24
farch
BaXu 2--10 10 2 1 4] 8 4 2 7 5 45
! 11-- 20 15 1 1 2 10 3 1] 4 35
: 21--29 6 o -- 0 3 i -- 1 11
>29 6 -- -- e 1 c 1 3
; Total 37 3 2 g 22 i3 3 I52
i “aximun ppprovéd For Relgase 200{1412/05 : GIA-RDP8ST00 875Rqr§)600030f,94-5 st
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April
wind
Station Speecds N B E Sk S 31 W hit Calz Totzls
(Knots)
Baku 2 -- 10 .3 1 1 S il 3 i [ 7 =7
11 -- 20 - 13 1 6 & 12 3 1 S 33
21 -- 29 4 -- -- Y 2 1 3 1 3
> 29 5 -- -- -- 2 2 -- 1 S
Total 51 2 i 12 23 7 z i3 7 123
Maxinmun 34 10 6 14 13 i2 23
May
Baku 2 -- 10 9 2 1 8 10 4 1 7 7 45
11 -- 20 i5 G 0 35 11 1 3 7 33
21 -- 29 7 0 -- 0 g 2 1] 1 g
> 29 4 -- -- -- 0 -~ ] 1 5
Total 35 2 1 il 21 3 2 15 7 igs :
Haxinun 28 12 5 1z 16 iz 138 290 -
June
3aku 2 -- 10 9 2 1 10 10 5 2 7 6 32
11 -- 20 17 1 0 2 6 1 1 ) 33
21 -- 239 3 0 -- 0 ) -- 9 2 iz
. n > 29 5 -- -- -- 3 -- -- 3 ¢
Total 35 3 1 12 15 4 5 15 6 383
Maxinum 34 14 9 12 16 7 12 22

AT AN I S il I
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Table 7A. Mean Relative Hunidity (%) at Specified Hours

fiours

(LST) Jan Feb Mar Apr lay Jun Jul Auz Ser Nct Nov Dec Yr.
Baku 0700 387 37 86 79 71 66 65 79 75 84 87 85 79

1300 77 75 72 68 63 39 57 60 65 72 77 78 69

2100 86 " 87 86 82 78 73 71 74 77 -84 87 36 S1

ORI '.—. I
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QOctober
wind
Station Speeds N NE E SC S W i Ty zim Totals
(Knots)
Baku 2 -- 10 12 3 2 8 io 3 2 9 3 33
11 -- 20 11 1 1 K S 2 g L4 39
21 -- 29 6 g 0 U 1 1 9 i 2
> 29 4 -- -- - 1 3 1] 1 5
Total 33 R 3 11 23 3 2 13 g 137
Adaxinun 28 ‘12 12 2 16 16 16 24
November
3aku 2 %= 10 15 3 4 7 10 S 2 3 3 37
11 -- 290 12 i 1 3 7 2 a 5 32
21 -- 29 3 -- -- -- 1 1 0 1 7
> 23 3 ¢ -- -- -- 4] -- 1 3
Total 32 3 5 19 13 3 2 15 3 199
Maxinmun 28 S 3 10 14 16 12 20
Decenber
daku 2 -- 1¢C 12 4 5 5 S 6 3 il 7 s2
11 -- 20 19 i 1 1 5 4 i 5 23
21 -- 29 4 -- -- -- -1 2 a3 1 3
>29 3 -~ -- -- ] 9 -- 1 4
Total 25 5 4 6 13 12 1 13 7 1390
Jlaximun 23 19 13 12 15 18 i3 23
LTI

f'- I |:' A o i ¢
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g winds

; Station Spceds x o E SE 5 Si7 Caln Tctals

! (Xnots) -

i

i 2aku 2 --10 9 2 1 9 6 2 5 7 13

{ 11 -- 20 22 2 0 3 4 0 5 537

! 21 -- 29 10 0 -- -- -- -- 2 i2

! > 29 7 -- -- -- -~ -- 1 S

% Total 48 4 1 32 10 2 14 7 188
Maxinum 34 i2 7 9 12 S 29

August
saku Z2 -- 10 11 3 1 19 6 2 2 () 6 &7
11 -- 20 23 2 1 5 4 3 ] 3 39
21 -- 29 9 0 .- -- -- -- - z il
> 29 5 -- -- -- -- -- - 1 8
‘Total 45 5 2 13 10 2 2 14 6 i23
HMaxinum 24 14 7 2 10 s 9 zZ¢
September
Bbaku 2--10 11 3 2 19 3 2 3 6 53

1x -- 20 15 i 1 4 6] 1 4 32
21 -- 29 3 0 -- -- 0 1] 2 3
> 29 4 0 -~ -- -- ~-- i 3
Tota 33 4 3 3 is 3 13 & I3
Haxinum 24 18 3 19 14 id 23




